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The Honorable Full Name
(Room #) (Name) House Office Building
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Last Name:
As you are aware, America’s health care system is in deep trouble.  Our system of health insurance has become not only too costly but simply inadequate.  Medicaid is in crisis.  All of us are at risk.

The U. S. spends 16% of gross domestic product (GDP) on health care, twice what any other industrialized nation spends, yet ranks 37th in performance according to the World Health Organization.  We lag behind other industrialized countries in life expectancy and infant mortality.

Too many retirees, after a life of hard work, are stripped of health coverage.  Health care bills cause over 50% of bankruptcies — and three out of four of those bankrupted by medical bills had health insurance at the outset of their bankrupting illness!

It doesn’t have to be this way. We can do better.

I appreciate your having supported the simplicity, cost effectiveness and humanity of a single payer plan that could be implemented comparatively as easy as was traditional Medicare.  Any plan that keeps the profit-making insurance companies in the mix will add layers of bureaucracy, will not be able to control costs, and will fail in the noble effort to bring good care to all.

HR 676 is legislation introduced by Congressman John Conyers Jr. (D-MI) that would establish a single payer health care system by expanding a greatly improved Medicare system to cover everyone.  It would restore our right to choose our healthcare providers and free us from insurance company red tape and interference in medical decisions.

HR 676 would cover everyone for all necessary medical care including prescription drugs, hospital, surgical, outpatient services, primary and preventive care, emergency services, dental, mental health, home health, physical therapy, rehabilitation (including for substance abuse), vision care, chiropractic and long term care.

HR 676 will end deductibles and co-payments. HR 676 will save billions annually by eliminating the high overhead and profits of the private health insurance industry and HMOs.

Please continue supporting single payer healthcare by once again co-sponsoring HR 676, which has the support of many diverse organizations including the US Conference of Mayors and the New York State Assembly.

Sincerely,

